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Abstract 
The ideas of the social representations theory proposed by Moscovici [1], and developed in the structural approach by Abric [2] were used in 
the study in order to reveal the structure of social representations of sexual maniac and victim shared by men and women. In line with the 
theoretical points concerning the defensive function of social representations it was predicted that women would have more shared and 
concrete social representations of sexual maniac and victim than men. A total of 224 young Russians (107 males and 117 females) took part 
in this study. The results were consistent with the prediction. 
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1. Introduction 
As Godwin underlines [3] the serial murderers got the attention of the scientific community and of the world of 
entertainment after the publication of profiling principles by the FBI. From his point of view this topic became 
popular -
murderers classification, of psychological profiling of them are in the focus of many studies in the fields of legal 
and psychological knowledge. The results of these studies are used in the practice of law enforcement.  
At the same time problem of serial murders is an important theme of public discussion as well. Being exposed to 
the different kind of information circulating in the mass media, in cinema, and in the popular literature the 
ordinary people work out their proper explanations to this kind of crimes, they build up their own classifications 
of aggressors and of  victims, they attribute  
coming from scientific ideas, crime news, films, fictions real live stories shared with friends and acquaintances. 
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As a result people reduce the fear related to the murder itself and overcome the danger of murderer. The one 
particular topic in the public discourse about the serial murderer is concerned with sexual murderer, or, sexual 
maniac (this term is preferred as more shared one in the public discourse and more used by lay thinking. For 
example, the Search Engine  million answers for the term sexual murderer and 8 million for 
the term sexual maniac, the Search - there are 2 and 9 million, correspondingly). Also this term 
is preferred by the mass media in their headlines. The particularity of our study topic is defined by the fact that in 
the discussion about the sexual maniac and victim the gender identity of the interlocutors becomes salient. Men 
and women need to work out different strategies to overcome the danger. Our main objective of the study was to 
reveal and to compare lay thinking about sexual maniac and victim in groups of young Russian men and women. 
The productive theoretical framework to reach the objective was the theory of social representations proposed by 
Moscovici [4]. 
 
  1.1.The theory of the social representations 
 
knowledge, socially elaborated and shared, having a practical aim, and concurring to the construction of a 
common reality to a  [5, p.36]. Moscovici underlines it as
to make something unfamiliar, or unfamiliarity itself, familiar. What I mean is that consensual universes are 
places where everybody wants to feel at home, secure This is a defensive function of 
the social representations. Among other functions are: the function of communication facilitation, the function of 
regulation of social behavior and practice, the function of social identity construction and support, and the 
function of justification of social relations [7],[8],[9]. Among the different methodological approaches towards 
the social representations analysis we give our preference to the structural approach proposed and developed by 
J.-C.Abric and his followers. According to this approach the structure of social representation is consisted of the 
central core and the peripheral 
that give the representation its meaning [10, p.43]. The peripheral system plays the main role in the adaptation of 
the central core to the changing context. Applying these ideas in the current study we have proposed that the 
social representations of sex maniac and victim will be different in groups of young men and women as a result 
of different strategy defensive function of the social representations, namely, in group of young men the central 
core of the social representations of sex maniac and victim would consist of more elements than the central core 
of the social representation of sex maniac and of victim in group of young women. The elements of the central 
core of the social representations of sex maniac and of victim would be more shared and concrete in group of 
young women in comparison with the ones in group of young men.   
2. Method 
A total of two hundred and twenty four Russian students aged from 17 to 31 years (Mage=19,70, SD=2,07) took 
part in the study. The sample was composed of 117 females and 107 males. The questionnaire was consisted of 
several parts. T
-demographic questions were also asked. The overall structure of the social 
representations of sexual maniac and of victim was revealed by applying the prototypical analysis proposed by 
11], in accordance with this analysis two criteria were used: the frequency of the evoked words and 
expressions, and the order (or rank) of words. The last criterion was seen as a time of reaction [12]. The hierarchy 
of zones of elements is obtained as a result of the criteria crossing.  
3. Results  
A total of 542 words were evocated by males in case of stimulus sexual maniac,   640  by females, in case of 
stimulus victim  511 words were evoked by males and 596 evoked by females. 
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3.1. Sexual maniac: content and structure of representations 
The zone of the central core of the representation in group of males (Tabl.1) is composed by the elements related 
to murder (murderer and murder), to violence (violence, cruel, aggression). The sexual maniac is seen as evil 
person (some concretizations could be find in the contrast zone (pitiless) and in the peripheral zones (cool-
blooded), he is seen as suffering from mental illness (ill person). Other referenced to the state of mental health are 
situated in the contrast zone (nutcase, pervert, unbalanced, crazy). A swear word is also presented in this zone 
(freak). The context of the crime is situated in here (night), other references to the context are in the peripheral 
zones (forest, darkness). Other elements of the contrast zone are following: his particular physical characteristics 
that could be used in order to recognize the criminal (eyes of maniac), a highly negative affective reaction 
(horror). The zones of peripheral system are also composed by the elements concerning other aspects crime: the 
tool of crime (knife), the affective reaction (fear), the evaluation of the object of the representation (danger), and 
the consequence of the crime (death). The comparison of the central core zone with the contrast zone shows that 
the minority vision of the sexual maniac more refers towards the state of the mental health of sexual maniac in 
comparison to the majority vision. The indicator of the affective reaction towards the object of the representation 
is situated in here, but not in the zone of the central core.    
 
Table 1.Sexual maniac: prototypical analysis in group of males 
 
 
 
Word  
Rank< 2,74 
Word  
2,74 
8 
Murderer (17; 2,06) 
Evil person (15; 2,00) 
Ill person (14; 2,57) 
Violence (13; 2,69) 
Cruel (11; 2,45) 
Aggression (9; 2,69) 
Night (8; 2,25) 
Freak (8; 2,52) 
Murder (8; 2,63) 
Knife (15; 2,93) 
Danger  (12; 3,50) 
Fear (10; 3,20) 
Rapist (9; 2,78) 
 
Fr
eq
ue
nc
y 
< 
8 
Nutcase (7; 1,86) 
Pervert (7; 2,43) 
Unbalanced (7; 2,57) 
Pitiless  (7; 2,71) 
Eyes of maniac (6; 2,50) 
Horror  (5; 2,20) 
Crazy (5; 2,40) 
Blood (6; 2,83) 
Forest (6; 3,43) 
Death (6; 3,67) 
Darkness (5; 3,60) 
Cold-blooded (5; 4,00) 
 
 
The zone of the central core of the representation in group of females (Tabl.2) is composed by the elements 
related to violence (violence, cruelty). The sexual maniac is seen as a person, suffering from mental illness 
(mentally ill, crazy), other references to this theme are in the contrast zone and in the peripheral system zones 
(inadequate, ill, unbalanced, pervert). The negative affective reaction is presented here (fear); the other 
indications are in the contrast zone and in the peripheral system zones (anger, horror). The tool of the crime is 
situated here (knife). Also in the contrast zone there are the elements: qualification of the object of the 
representation (murderer, rapist), the swear words (freak). The other elements of peripheral system zones refer to: 
the identity of the sexual maniac (man), the context of the crime (night, forest, blood, and darkness), the 
evaluation of the object of the representation (dangerous). The comparison in between majority and minority 
positions shows that the sexual maniac is categorized as suffering from mental illness in case of majority. 
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Table 2.Sexual maniac: prototypical analysis in group of females 
 
 
 
Word  
Rank< 2,89 
Word  
2,89 
8 
Violence (29; 2,31) 
Cruelty (25; 2,12) 
Mentally ill (22; 2,86) 
Fear (20; 2,50) 
Knife (8; 2,20) 
Crazy (8; 2,38) 
Ill (19; 3,05) 
Murder (17; 3,06) 
Darkness  (17; 3,59) 
Dangerous  (15; 3,87) 
Man (9; 3,56) 
Unbalanced  (8; 3,50) 
Fr
eq
u
en
cy
 <
 8
 
Murderer  (7; 1,43) 
Sexual maniac (7; 1,86) 
Anger  (7; 2,57) 
Freak (7; 2,71) 
Inadequate  (7; 2,86) 
Rapist (6; 2, 67) 
Pervert  (7; 3,14) 
Horror (7; 3,14) 
Forest (7; 3,86) 
Night (7; 4,29) 
Blood (6; 3,00) 
 
The comparison of the results of prototypical analysis in groups of males and females shows that the content of 
the representations is quite similar, most elements are the same, but the structure in each group is different. The 
elements of the zone of the central core are more shared in case of females in comparison with males (t (13) =-
2,25, p<0, 042), there are less theme in the zone of the central core in case of females in comparison with males. 
  
3.2 Victim: content and structure of representations 
 
The zone of the central core of the representation in group of males (Tabl.3) is composed by different 
characteristics of victim and relations of empathy towards her. The victim is a female, characterized as 
defenseless, some more characteristics are in the other zones of the representation: in the contrast zone (guilty), in 
the peripheral system zones (weak, helpless). Her emotional state is described by the reference to the following 
elements in the zone of the central core: fear, unhappiness, scared, psychological trauma. The concretizations of 
these characteristics are in the peripheral system zone (suffering, horror, shock). The relation towards the victim 
in the zone of the central core is presented by the elements  pity, compassion, poor. One more characteristic is in 
the peripheral system zone (empathy).  Among the other elements of the peripheral system zones are the 
following: reference to the physical state (pain), reference to the consequences of the crime (murder, death). The 
particular attention should be paid to the contrast zone (the minority position is situated in here). There are two 
elements  guilty and to run. This is the position of blame; a victim is guilty in the violence and aggression of 
sexual maniac. This position is contrasted with the position of the majority. 
 
Table 3.Victim: prototypical analysis in group of males 
 
 
 
Word  
Rank< 2,83 
Word  
2,83 
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 Pity (22; 1,77) Female (18; 2,06) 
Fear (17; 2,76) 
Defenseless (9; 1,56) 
Scared (9; 2,67) 
Poor (8; 1,13) 
Compassion (8; 2,63) 
Unhappiness  (7; 1,57) 
Blood (7; 2,29) 
Psychological trauma  (7; 2,71) 
Weak (21; 3,05) 
Pain  (15; 2,93) 
Death (11; 3,64) 
Victim  (7; 3,00) 
Suffering (7; 3,43) 
Violence (7; 3,71) 
Fr
eq
ue
n
cy
 <
 7
 
Guilty (5; 2,20) 
To run (5; 2,60) 
 
Helpless (6; 3,17) 
Murder (6; 3,50) 
Empathy (6; 3,67) 
Horror(5; 3,80) 
Vengeance (5; 4,00) 
Shock (5; 4,80) 
 
The zone of the central core of the representation in group of females (Tabl.4) is composed by different 
characteristics of victim (almost concerning her emotional state) and relation towards her. The victim is 
characterized as defenseless, some more characteristics are in the other zones of the representation: in the contrast 
zone (innocent, helpless), in the peripheral system zones (weak, unlucky). Her emotional state is described by the 
reference to the following elements in the zone of the central core: fear, unhappy, frightened. The concretizations 
of these characteristics are in the peripheral system zone (scream, horror, panic, psychological trauma). The 
relation towards the victim in the zone of the central core is presented by the elements  pity, and in the contrast 
zone (poor). Among the other elements of the periph
identity (female, youth), reference to the consequences of the crime (death). The element of the low part of the 
peripheral system  carelessness  could be seen as a reference to the guilt of victim, but it is situated in the zone 
that corresponds to the individual representations. The position of the minority is a kind of advocacy of victim 
against any possible blame.  
 
Table 4.Victim: prototypical analysis in group of females 
 
 
 
Word  
Rank< 2,80 
Word  
2,80 
10
 
Fear (39; 2,62) 
Pity (20; 2,20) 
Defenseless (19; 2,53) 
Unhappy  (13; 1,69) 
Frightened (12; 2,33) 
 
Pain (22; 3,59) 
Weak (19; 3,00) 
Female (15; 3,00) 
Scream (11; 3,55) 
Horror (10; 3,10)  
Death (10; 3,40) 
Fr
eq
ue
nc
y 
< 
10
 
Innocent (9; 2,22) 
Poor (8; 1,13) 
Helpless (6; 2,17) 
 
Panic (8; 3,13) 
Psychological trauma (8; 3,13) 
Blood (7; 3,57) 
Unlucky (6; 2,83) 
Youth (6; 3,00) 
Carelessness (6; 4,00) 
 
The comparison of the results of prototypical analysis in groups of males and females shows that the content of 
the representations of victim is quite similar, most elements are the same, but the structure in each group is 
different. The elements of the zone of the central core are more shared in case of females in comparison with 
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males (t (13) =-2,26, p<0, 042), there are less theme in the zone of the central core in case of females in 
comparison with males. 
 
4. Conclusions 
The main objective of the present study was to reveal and to compare lay thinking about sexual maniac and 
victim in groups of young Russian men and women.  
Our findings give empirical support to the prediction concerning social representations of sexual maniac and of 
victim. In group of women the social representations of sexual maniac and of victim are more shared and 
concrete in comparison with the ones in group of men.  
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